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Visit to Tissue Culture Lab 

The trainees were taken to the tissue culture laboratory of the Horticulture department in the 

Botanical Garden, the Nilgiris. Mr. Prabhu, Horticulture Officer explained that the after being 

dormant for over five years, the tissue culture laboratory was back to functioning at full capacity, 

with hybrid banana plants, strawberries and orchids being developed at the facility over the last 

few months. He also said that the laboratory was reopened on 2015, after that laboratory 

technicians were recruited and old equipment serviced for reuse. 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Prabhu, Horticulture Officer explained that G9 variety of banana plants, orchids and roses 

were now being developed at the laboratory which will be sold to farmers. The culture bottles of 

various plants were show cased.  He highlighted that hybrid bananas were being produced by 

private tissue culture labs/companies, but this is the first time the horticulture department in Tamil 

Nadu is producing them. He insisted that apart from this, the horticulture department is also 

developing two varieties of strawberries – Sweet Charlie and Camarosa, as well as Phalaenopsis 

Orchids for sale to farmers. Strawberries will grow exceptionally well in the Nilgiris, while the 

orchids are in high demand from the floriculture industry, and can even be exported.  

The plants are being developed by the horticulture department on a trial basis, and based on their 

success, production can be expanded so that more farmers may benefit. Apart from the state-of-

the-art laboratory, modern greenhouses are also functioning to cultivate the plants in ideal 

conditions and ensure maximum yield. The laboratory would benefit farmers across the Nilgiris as 

well as in other districts. While private companies also produce the plants, their motive is to make 

profits, but the horticulture department can sell these plants for a fraction of the price and benefit 

farmers, he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Visit to Central Potato Research Statio 

The trainees were taken to Central Potato Research Station, Ooty. Dr. Venkatachalam, Head and 

Senior Scientist explained that the station is being doing Research for the development of agro-

techniques for potato cultivation, development of varieties possessing combined resistance to late 

blight and cyst nematode and to develop control measures for late blight, cyst nematode, bacterial 

wilt and other soil and tuber tuber- borne diseases. He also explained the hardening procedures to 

the trainees and enlightened them on the importance of Aeroponics techniques (a soilless 

technique for growing plants) used in potato cultivation. Later, the trainees were taken to potato 

field. 

 

 


